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MAY FILM SERIES 
Krzysztof Kieslowski’s The Decalogue 
Selected Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays, May 2-30, 1999 
A 10-part series explores contemporary relevance of the Ten Commandments. 
Museum hours: Tues.-Sun. 10:00-5:00, Wed. and Fri. 10:00-9:00 


The Decalogue, one of the milestones of contemporary world cinema, is coming to the 
Cleveland Museum of Art in May. Hailed last year by Richard Corliss in Time magazine as 
“maybe the great film achievement of the past decade,” Krzysztof Kieslowski’s cycle of 
10 one-hour movies explores the contemporary relevance of the biblical Ten Command- 
ments — one per episode. The films are all set in a 1980s Warsaw apartment block. 

“Kieslowski’s method is not to preach,” says CM A film program coordinator John 
Ewing, “but to prick and to probe. He embraces ambiguity. Multidimensional characters 
(played by Poland’s top thespians) stumble through their lives, enacting simple dramas of 
great moral complexity.” Kieslowski, who died in 1996 at age 54, was the acclaimed director 
of such films as The Double Life ofVeronique and the trilogy Blue, White, and Red. The 
Decalogue, made in Poland in 1988, preceded those. 

The Decalogue never received a proper theatrical release in the U.S. and remains un- 
available on video here. The few Americans who have seen it have done so at sporadic 
museum showings or film festivals — but these screenings have been rare and costly, as the 
35mm film prints must come from Poland. Thus the museum’s May engagement (the film’s 
only midwest showing) is a rare opportunity. Time's, Corliss advises: “Thou shalt not miss 
it.” 

The Decalogue will be shown two episodes at a time, in five separate programs. Each 
program will be shown twice. Admission to each program is $7, $4 for museum members. 
The films are in Polish with English subtitles. “If you can see only ten movies this month,” 
says Ewing, “let them be The Decalogue." 

(film details on reverse) 
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The Decalogue, Parts 1 & 2 

Sunday May 2, 2:00, repeated Wednesday, May 5, 7:00 . , „ „ . „ . . 

(Poland 1988, color, subtitles, 35mm, 110 min. total) Directed by Krzysztof Kieslowski^ with Maja Komorowska and 
Krystyna Janda. Two films based on the first two of the Ten Commandments ("Thou shalt have no other God but 
mT" "Thou shalt not take the Lord's name in vain"). The first is a tale of scientific certainty and me aphysica doubt, 
about a professor who lets his son go ice skating after determining mathematically that the ice is safe. The se 
concerns a married woman whose husband is critically ill. Pregnant with another mans child and trying to decide 
whether to have an abortion, the woman pumps her husband's doctor for a prognosis hes unwilling to make. 
Admission to each program is $7, $4 for museum members. 

The Decalogue, Parts 3 & 4 

(Poland M ^988/color, ^ subtite,^35mm , , VH min' total) Directed by Krzysztof Kie'lowskc with DaniemibrychskL Two 
films based on two of the Ten Commandments ("Honor the Sabbath," "Honor thy father and mother )Jh the 1 rst, 
a married cab driver spends the wee hours of Christmas morning driving an old flame around deserted Warsaw 
searching for her missing husband. The second, an exploration of incestuous impulses within parent-child relation 
ships, tells of a young actress who discovers some surprising truths about her widowed father. Admission to each 
program is $7, $4 for museum members. 

The Decalogue, Parts 5 & 6 

Wednesday May 12, 7:00, repeated Sunday, May 16, 2:00 , 

(Poland 1988 color, subtitles 35mm, 115 min. total) Directed by Krzysztof Kieslowski. Two films based on two o 

the TenCommandments ("Thou shalt not kill," "Thou shalt not commit adultery"). The first meth ° 
killings- one by a young thug, the other by the state. The second concerns a young voyeurs obsessive love fo ^an 
older woman he spies on across the watf and what happens when she encourages his attentions. These ar ^ h ® 
best-known segments of The Decalogue, having been expanded into the award-winning features A Short Film About 
Killing and A Short Film About Love. Admission to each program is $7, $4 for museum members. 


The Decalogue, Parts 7 & 8 

Friday May 14, 7:00, repeated Sunday, May 23, 2:00 

(Poland 1 988 color subtitles, 35mm, 1 1 0 min. total) Directed by Krzysztof Kieslowski. Two films based on two of 
fhe Ten Commandments ("Thou shalt not steal," "Thou shalt not bear false witness"^ The first concerns t he usur - 
tion of motherhood and tells of two women in the same family who vie for the care of a five-year-old girl. In the se 
ond, an elderly Polish ethics professor is forced to reexamine her conduct during the Holocaust. Admission to each 
program is $7, $4 for museum members. 


The Decalogue, Parts 9 8t 10 

“'Issll 6 ;. SSS Directed by Krzysztof Kieslowski, with Zbigniew Zamachowski 

and Jerzy Stuhr. Two films based on two of the Ten Commandments ("Thou shall not covet thy ." e '9 hb °^ ™ ' h 
"Thou shall not covet thy neighbor's goods"). In the first, an impotent doctor spies on his wife to make sure that she 
is remaining faithful to him. The second is a black comedy about an inherited stamp collection that upsets the lives 
two impoverished brothers. Admission to each program is $7, $4 for museum members. 
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